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“Preserving traditional 

and local food systems 

– many of which are 

inherently biodiverse –

can contribute to 

improving food 

security, nutrition and 

livelihoods, and  must 

also be seen as a core 

part of current nature 

conservation 

solutions.”





• Food systems occupy the 
biggest niche of the bio-

economy

• wild and semi-
domesticated foods, in 

tandem with smallholder 
agriculture, make a far 

more significant 
contribution to nutrition 

and health than 
commercial agriculture, 
and are often far more 

sustainable.

CIFOR



Source: The Outlook for Agriculture and Rural Development in the Americas: A Perspective on 
Latin America and the Caribbean 2019-2020 | ECLAC FAO IICA



Our Work
Supporting biodiversity-friendly, nutrition-sensitive and 

innovative wild product-based value chains for improved 
food security, nutrition and livelihoods.

Enabling 

environment

Sustainable & 
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Data & 
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… and the fragility of 

food systems….

Why now?

Covid-19 is stark  reminder 

of the dangers related to 

the destruction of wild 

landscapes, including 

forests…

EAT LANCET COMMISSION ON FOOD, PLANET, HEALTH, 2019

MALNUTRITION

CLIMATE 
CHANGE,

BIODIVERSITY 
LOSS

HOMOGENIZATION OF DIETS 
AND LANDSCAPES

https://eatforum.org/eat-lancet-commission/


• New opportunities for “old”, 
traditional products

• Food/nutrition, 
pharmaceutical, cosmetics, 
medicinal, industrial

• The wealth represented by 
certain forest ecosystem 
services (recreation and 
hunting, habitat, the provision 
of non-timber forest products, 
and water services) is 
estimated at USD 7.5 trillion

Why now? 



1. Sustainable 

management, 

conservation and 

restoration of wild 

plants/crop wild 

relatives (CWR) 

and associated 

ecosystems, 

including 

enhancing 

pollination 

services.



2. Functioning 

nutrition-sensitive, 

biodiversity-

friendly and 

innovative 

consumption and 

production/value 

chains. 



About





Nutrition-
sensitive

value 
chains



Training in 
best 

practices, 
standards, 

certification



3. Enabling 

institutional and 

socio-economic 

environment… 

safeguards, policies, 

legislation, intellectual 

property… 





4. 

Strengthening 

and facilitating 

access to 

knowledge and 

information at 

international, 

national and 

sub-national 

scales. 



Measuring 
what 

counts…





Wildlife = fauna       & FLORA

WILD 

PLANTS 

PROGRAMME 



Contact: 

Giulia.Muir@fao.org

Interested in 
supporting or 
learning more 

about our
Wild Plants 

Programme ? 
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